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~ Flotilla 81's 70th Anniversary ~
What it All Means

Robert Babezki, FSO-PB

It is not often that we, as individuals, get the opportunity to participate 
in what could be considered an historic milestone. Normally, we do not 
even perceive the magnitude of an event that we may be witnessing. 
Such events tend to get lost in the hectic rush of our daily lives.

However, we were fortunate to be able to share and savor a unique 
experience with our fellow shipmates. I refer to the 70th anniversary of 
the founding of Flotilla 81, Ocean City New Jersey, of the U. S. Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. Our flotilla recently celebrated this event with a gala 
dinner at the Flanders Hotel on June 3, 2010. 

But what was so special about this event and the circumstances it 
commerates? In 1939, with war clouds gathering in Europe and the Far 
East, visionaries within the U.S. Coast Guard saw a need to mobilize 
resources from the public to begin providing safety and security to the 
growing fleet of recreational boaters along the coasts of the country. 
Seeing that the Coast Guard was the only member of the nation’s armed 
forces without a reserve component, Congress enacted legislation in the 
summer of 1939 to organize a volunteer force of private boat owners into 
what was then known as the Coast Guard Reserve. This was the 
beginning of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. The first organized flotilla in the 
auxiliary was formed at the Downtown Athletic Club in New York City 
in November of that same year. Flotillas were later organized during the 
spring of 1940 in Atlantic City, two on the Delaware River in the 
Philadelphia area, and the fifth in Ocean City on June 1st, 1940.

The Ocean City Flotilla is now the oldest, continually active Coast Guard 
Auxiliary flotilla in the State of New Jersey. The service provided by our 
Flotilla during the early years of World War II stand as a bold testament 
as to what can be accomplished by a band of volunteers working 
towards a common goal. The Ocean City Flotilla provided more hours of 
patrols during 1942 than any other Auxiliary organization. Ocean City 
also had the only Flotilla operated and staffed hospital in the country.

When we gather as a group each month, and address our normal tasks 
that have been assigned to us, we tend to forget those that have gone 
before us and what they achieved. Our 70th anniversary party was a 
chance for us to glimpse what our organization means to others in our 
community, in local government and to the Coast Guard itself. Invited 
guests US Congressman Frank LoBiondo, NJ State Senator Jeff Van Drew 
and NJ State Assemblyman Nelson Albano all praised the outstanding 
work that Flotilla 81 has provided to the Ocean City community over its 
seven decades of service.

What we do in the Auxiliary is important. It is important to our 
community as a whole. It enriches our lives and positively impacts the 
lives of many other people. Our teamwork with the active duty Coast 
Guard further proves that we can and do make a difference to our 
country. So, take this opportunity to enjoy the thanks that we have 
earned from the people whom we server. Semper Paratus!
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The District's 2010 Fall Conference will be held 
at the Seaview Resort just outside of Atlantic City. 
This beautiful resort offers what Auxiliarists deserve: 
Plenty of rooms for attendees, spacious areas for 
classes and events, wonderful ammenities for 
fellowship and families, short distance to Atlantic City 
and other seashore resorts, and world-class 
professional golf courses. Imagine, Coast Guard 
Auxiliary District event that is actually near the 
ocean!

Some of the activities attendees can expect 
include Flotilla Leadership Course, Coastie training, 
ICS 210, AUXSEA Specialty Course, Paddle Craft, 
AuxChef, Publication Course, Strategic Plan 
Development, How to Recruit and New Member 
Processing & Development, Grant Writing, and Legal 
Policies.

Of course, plenty of fun and fellowship will be 
had at exhibits, dining events, banquets, and 
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FL84 learn marlinspike tips from 

the active duty ADM Cari Thomas and 
Richard Weiss VFC FL82









I suppose your financial coffers are bulging 
with income from all your Public Education 
Revenue.  A good way to spend this money is to 
sponsor some of your loyal membership to attend 
our Fall District Conference coming up in 
September at the Seaview Country Club around the 
corner in Galloway Township.

District is offering a wide assortment of training 
to include a Golf Outing on Friday.  Your District is 
also offering to underwrite $27.00 of the tee fees to 
make it more inviting.  I don’t think you can play a 
PGA circut golf course anywhere else at $55.  Your 
District is also underwriting $10.00 toward your 
room fees.

The new Flotilla Leadership Course is being 
offered on both Friday and Saturday.  This course is 
required for any member who desires to serve in 
any elected position.

The spouse program is directed towards the 
Casinos.  Transportation will be provided and 
everyone will be taken to Ceasars Casino and you 
may disperse from there.  If all you want to do is 
stroll on the Boardwalk, sun yourself on the beach 
or just plain old gamble, that too, will be available to 
you.

There will be 12+ Vendors displaying their 
wares, which should be interesting for everyone.

The AUXSEA specialty course will be provided 
over the weekend.  This training will enable you to 
complete one of the six required courses for the 
AUXOP device.  The test will be offered on Sunday, 
before you depart.

I could go on and on but for a complete 
picture, please review your Registration application 
and make your choice.  We will have adequate 
rooms available for everyone.  There will be no 
need for an overflow or satellite Hotel.

C’mon, jump on the bandwagon and see how 
much you will be entertained for very little cost.

R/ Bruce J. Long DCAPT (e) 5NR 

2010 Fall Conference
A Fantastic Event -

 A Fantastic Bargain!

CDR Terrance Johns-incoming DIRAUX 
and CDR Glena Tredinnick outgoing 
DIRAUX

The District Bridge being sworn 
in by NACO Nicholas Kerigan


